
Dealing With Your Enemies 
 
Genesis 50:17-21 `Thus you shall say to Joseph: "I beg you, please forgive the trespass of your brothers and 
their sin; for they did evil to you." ' Now, please, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of your father." 
And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also went and fell down before his face, and they 
said, "Behold, we are your servants." 19 Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? 20 
"But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, 
to save many people alive. 21 "Now therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones." And he 
comforted them and spoke kindly to them.  
 
Exodus 23:4-5 "If you meet your enemy's ox or his donkey going astray, you shall surely bring it back to him 
again. 5 "If you see the donkey of one who hates you lying under its burden, and you would refrain from helping 
it, you shall surely help him with it.  
 
Leviticus 19:18 `You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you 
shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.  
 
Job 42:7-17 And so it was, after the Lord had spoken these words to Job, that the Lord said to Eliphaz the 
Temanite, "My wrath is aroused against you and your two friends, for you have not spoken of Me what is right, as 
My servant Job has. 8 "Now therefore, take for yourselves seven bulls and seven rams, go to My servant Job, and 
offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and My servant Job shall pray for you. For I will accept him, lest I deal 
with you according to your folly; because you have not spoken of Me what is right, as My servant Job has." 9 So 
Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went and did as the Lord commanded 
them; for the Lord had accepted Job. 10 And the Lord restored Job's losses when he prayed for his friends. 
Indeed the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before. 11 Then all his brothers, all his sisters, and all those 
who had been his acquaintances before, came to him and ate food with him in his house; and they consoled him 
and comforted him for all the adversity that the Lord had brought upon him. Each one gave him a piece of silver 
and each a ring of gold. 12 Now the Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning; for he had 
fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, one thousand yoke of oxen, and one thousand female donkeys. 
13 He also had seven sons and three daughters. 14 And he called the name of the first Jemimah, the name of the 
second Keziah, and the name of the third Keren-Happuch. 15 In all the land were found no women so beautiful as 
the daughters of Job; and their father gave them an inheritance among their brothers. 16 After this Job lived one 
hundred and forty years, and saw his children and grandchildren for four generations. 17 So Job died, old and 
full of days.  
 
Proverbs 16:7 When a man's ways please the Lord, He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.  
 
Proverbs 20:22 Do not say, "I will recompense evil"; Wait for the Lord, and He will save you.  
 
Proverbs 24:17 Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, And do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles;  
 
Proverbs 24:29 Do not say, "I will do to him just as he has done to me; I will render to the man according to his 
work."  
 
Proverbs 25:21-22 If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat; And if he is thirsty, give him water to drink; 22 
For so you will heap coals of fire on his head, And the Lord will reward you.  
 
Matthew 5:43-48 "You have heard that it was said, `You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44 "But I 
say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those 
who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45 "that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His 
sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 "For if you love those who 
love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 "And if you greet your brethren 
only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? 48 "Therefore you shall be perfect, 
just as your Father in heaven is perfect.  
 
Luke 6:27-37 "But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 "bless those 
who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you. 29 "To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the 
other also. And from him who takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either. 30 "Give to everyone who 
asks of you. And from him who takes away your goods do not ask them back. 31 "And just as you want men to 
do to you, you also do to them likewise. 32 "But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners love those who love them. 33 "And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that 
to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 "And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what 
credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. 35 "But love your enemies, do 
good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most 



High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. 36 "Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful. 37 
"Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you will 
be forgiven.  
 
Luke 23:33-34 And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, 
one on the right hand and the other on the left. 34 Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know 
what they do." And they divided His garments and cast lots.  
 
Acts 7:59-60 And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60 
Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not charge them with this sin." And when he had 
said this, he fell asleep.  
 
Romans 12:14-21 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and 
weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but 
associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. 17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for 
good things in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 
19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will 
repay," says the Lord. 20 Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so 
doing you will heap coals of fire on his head." 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  
 
1 Thessalonians 5:15 See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good both for 
yourselves and for all.  
 
1 Peter 3:8-12 Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be 
tenderhearted, be courteous;  9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, 
knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For "He who would love life And see 
good days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips from speaking deceit. 11 Let him turn away from evil 
and do good; Let him seek peace and pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, And His ears 
are open to their prayers; But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil."  
 
Hebrews 12:14-15 Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: 15 looking 
carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by 
this many become defiled;  
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