
Forgiving others 
 
Genesis 50:15-21 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “Perhaps Joseph will hate us, and 
may actually repay us for all the evil which we did to him.” 16 So they sent messengers to Joseph, saying, “Before your 
father died he commanded, saying, 17 ‘Thus you shall say to Joseph: “I beg you, please forgive the trespass of your 
brothers and their sin; for they did evil to you.” ’ Now, please, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of your 
father.” And Joseph wept when they spoke to him.  

18 Then his brothers also went and fell down before his face, and they said, “Behold, we are your servants.”  
19 Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? 20 But as for you, you meant evil against me; 

but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive. 21 Now therefore, do not 
be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones.” And he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.  
 
Proverbs 19:11 The discretion of a man makes him slow to anger, And his glory is to overlook a transgression.  
 
Matthew 6:12 And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  
 
Matthew 6:14-15 “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not 
forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.  
 
Matthew 18:21-35 Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him? Up to seven times?”  

22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 23 Therefore the 
kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 And when he had begun to 
settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 But as he was not able to pay, his 
master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be made. 26 The 
servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ 27 Then the 
master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.  

28 “But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid 
hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down at his feet 
and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ 30 And he would not, but went and threw him 
into prison till he should pay the debt. 31 So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, 
and came and told their master all that had been done. 32 Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You 
wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. 33 Should you not also have had compassion on 
your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ 34 And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he 
should pay all that was due to him.  

35 “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his 
trespasses.”  
 

Mark 11:25-26 “And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father 
in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. 26 But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive 
your trespasses.”  
 
Luke 6:27-38 “But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse 
you, and pray for those who spitefully use you. 29 To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also. And 
from him who takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either. 30 Give to everyone who asks of you. And from 
him who takes away your goods do not ask them back. 31 And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them 
likewise.  

32 “But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33 And 
if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend 
to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as 
much back. 35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and 
you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. 36 Therefore be merciful, just as your Father 
also is merciful.  

37 “Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be 
forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be 
put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.”  
 
Luke 17:3-4 3 Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. 4 
And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns o you, saying, ‘I repent,’ you shall 
forgive him.”  
 
Luke 23:34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” And they divided His garments 
and cast lots.  
 



Acts 7:59-8:1 And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he 
knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” And when he had said this, he fell 
asleep.  
8     1 Now Saul was consenting to his death.  

At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.  
 
Romans 12:17-21 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as 
much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to 
wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 Therefore  
      “If your enemy is hungry, feed him;  
     If he is thirsty, give him a drink;  
     For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.”  
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  
 
Ephesians 4:32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.  
 
Colossians 3:12-13 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, 
meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against 
another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.  
 
2 Timothy 4:16 At my first defense no one stood with me, but all forsook me. May it not be charged against them.  

 
James 2:13 For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.  
 
1 Peter 4:8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.”  
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