
Discerning of Spirits 
 

1 Corinthians 12:31 But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 
  

Discerning of Spirits defined: 
• Strong’s: to separate thoroughly 
• Vine’s: to distinguish or have clear discrimination 
• Young’s: A thorough judging 

 

Gordon Lindsey: “Supernatural enablement, permitting identification of the nature and character of spirits, seen and unseen”

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deuteronomy 13:1 "If there arises among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and he gives you a sign or a wonder,  
2 "and the sign or the wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to you, saying, `Let us go after other gods'--which you have not 
known--`and let us serve them,'  
3 "you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the Lord your God is testing you to know 
whether you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.  
 
Joshua 9:3-15 But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai,  
4 they worked craftily, and went and pretended to be ambassadors. And they took old sacks on their donkeys, old wineskins 
torn and mended,  
5 old and patched sandals on their feet, and old garments on themselves; and all the bread of their provision was dry and 
moldy.  
6 And they went to Joshua, to the camp at Gilgal, and said to him and to the men of Israel, "We have come from a far country; 
now therefore, make a covenant with us."  
7 Then the men of Israel said to the Hivites, "Perhaps you dwell among us; so how can we make a covenant with you?"  
8 But they said to Joshua, "We are your servants." And Joshua said to them, "Who are you, and where do you come from?"  
9 So they said to him: "From a very far country your servants have come, because of the name of the Lord your God; for we 
have heard of His fame, and all that He did in Egypt,  
10 "and all that He did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan--to Sihon king of Heshbon, and Og king of 
Bashan, who was at Ashtaroth.  
11 "Therefore our elders and all the inhabitants of our country spoke to us, saying, `Take provisions with you for the journey, 
and go to meet them, and say to them, "We are your servants; now therefore, make a covenant with us." '  
12 "This bread of ours we took hot for our provision from our houses on the day we departed to come to you. But now look, it is 
dry and moldy.  
13 "And these wineskins which we filled were new, and see, they are torn; and these our garments and our sandals have 
become old because of the very long journey."  
14 Then the men of Israel took some of their provisions; but they did not ask counsel of the Lord.  
15 So Joshua made peace with them, and made a covenant with them to let them live; and the rulers of the congregation swore 
to them.  
 
1 Kings 3:9 "Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and 
evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?"  
 
2 Kings 6:14-18 Therefore he sent horses and chariots and a great army there, and they came by night and surrounded the city.  
15 And when the servant of the man of God arose early and went out, there was an army, surrounding the city with horses and 
chariots. And his servant said to him, "Alas, my master! What shall we do?"  
16 So he answered, "Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them."  
17 And Elisha prayed, and said, "Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may see." Then the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, 
and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.  
18 So when the Syrians came down to him, Elisha prayed to the Lord, and said, "Strike this people, I pray, with blindness." And 
He struck them with blindness according to the word of Elisha.  
 
Psalm 55:21 The words of his mouth were smoother than butter,  
But war was in his heart;  
His words were softer than oil,  
Yet they were drawn swords.  
 
Psalm 62:4 They only consult to cast him down from his high position;  
They delight in lies;  
They bless with their mouth,  
But they curse inwardly. Selah  
 
Proverbs 2:3-6 Yes, if you cry out for discernment,  
And lift up your voice for understanding,  
4 If you seek her as silver,  
And search for her as for hidden treasures;  
5 Then you will understand the fear of the Lord,  
And find the knowledge of God.  
6 For the Lord gives wisdom;  
From His mouth come knowledge and understanding;  
 
Proverbs 14:13 Even in laughter the heart may sorrow,  
And the end of mirth may be grief.  



 
Proverbs 15:21 Folly is joy to him who is destitute of discernment,  
But a man of understanding walks uprightly.  
 
Proverbs 23:6-8 Do not eat the bread of a miser,  
Nor desire his delicacies;  
7 For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.  
"Eat and drink!" he says to you,  
But his heart is not with you.  
8 The morsel you have eaten, you will vomit up,  
And waste your pleasant words.  
 
Proverbs 26:23-26 Fervent lips with a wicked heart  
Are like earthenware covered with silver dross.  
24 He who hates, disguises it with his lips,  
And lays up deceit within himself;  
25 When he speaks kindly, do not believe him,  
For there are seven abominations in his heart;  
26 Though his hatred is covered by deceit,  
His wickedness will be revealed before the assembly.  
 
Proverbs 28:7 Whoever keeps the law is a discerning son,  
But a companion of gluttons shames his father.  
 
Ecclesiastes 8:5 He who keeps his command will experience nothing harmful; And a wise man's heart discerns both time and 
judgment,  
 
Jeremiah 17:9-10 "The heart is deceitful above all things,  
And desperately wicked;  
Who can know it?  
10 I, the Lord, search the heart,  
I test the mind,  
Even to give every man according to his ways,  
According to the fruit of his doings.  
 
Ezekiel 44:23 “And they shall teach My people the difference between the holy and the unholy, and cause them to discern 
between the unclean and the clean.  
 
Malachi 3:18 Then you shall again discern  
Between the righteous and the wicked,  
Between one who serves God  
And one who does not serve Him.  
 
Matthew 7:15-20 Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.  
16 "You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles?  
17 "Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  
18 "A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.  
19 "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  
20 "Therefore by their fruits you will know them.  
 
Matthew 16:2-3 He answered and said to them, "When it is evening you say, `It will be fair weather, for the sky is red';  
3 "and in the morning, `It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and threatening.' Hypocrites! You know how to discern the 
face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times.  
 
Mark 2:6-9 And some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts,  
7 "Why does this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who can forgive sins but God alone?"  
8 But immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit that they reasoned thus within themselves, He said to them, "Why do you 
reason about these things in your hearts?  
9 "Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, `Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, `Arise, take up your bed and walk'?  
 
Mark 9:28-29 And when He had come into the house, His disciples asked Him privately, "Why could we not cast it out?"  
29 So He said to them, "This kind can come out by nothing but prayer and fasting."  
 
Luke 9:52-56 and sent messengers before His face. And as they went, they entered a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for 
Him.  
53 But they did not receive Him, because His face was set for the journey to Jerusalem.  
54 And when His disciples James and John saw this, they said, "Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from 
heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?"  
55 But He turned and rebuked them, and said, "You do not know what manner of spirit you are of.  
56 "For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives but to save them." And they went to another village.  
 
Luke 12:56 "Hypocrites! You can discern the face of the sky and of the earth, but how is it you do not discern this time?  
 
Acts 5:3 But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the 
land for yourself?  
 
Acts 8:23 "For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity."  
 



Acts 13:9-10 Then Saul, who also is called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him  
10 and said, "O full of all deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease perverting 
the straight ways of the Lord?  
 
Acts 16:16-18 Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who 
brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling.  
17 This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, "These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us 
the way of salvation."  
18 And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, "I command you in the name of 
Jesus Christ to come out of her." And he came out that very hour.  
 
Romans 16:17-18 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you 
learned, and avoid them.  
18 For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech 
deceive the hearts of the simple.  
 
1 Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can 
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  
 
1 Corinthians 11:29 For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the 
Lord's body.  
 
1 Corinthians 12:10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another 
different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  
 
2 Corinthians 2:11 lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.  
 
2 Corinthians 11:3-4 But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted 
from the simplicity that is in Christ.  
4 For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you receive a different spirit which you have 
not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted--you may well put up with it!  
 
2 Corinthians 11:14-15 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light.  
15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be 
according to their works.  
 
Ephesians 5:6-13 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons 
of disobedience.  
7 Therefore do not be partakers with them.  
8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light  
9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth),  
10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord.  
11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them.  
12 For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in secret.  
13 But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light.  
 
Philippians 1:9-10 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment,  
10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ,  
 
Colossians 2:4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive (beguile) you with persuasive words.  
 
1 Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits 
and doctrines of demons,  
 
Hebrews 4:12-13 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  
13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give 
account.  
 
Hebrews 5:14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil.  
 
1 John 3:7-10 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous.  
8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that 
He might destroy the works of the devil.  
9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of 
God.  
10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, 
nor is he who does not love his brother.  
 
1 John 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have 
gone out into the world.  
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